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2. The application of law

2.1 The application of law in terms of Persons jws e o opu g

Does a law apply to all persons, even those who are unaware of its existence?

To answer this question, we will address one of the principles of law which is linked to
the application of the law in terms of persons.

¢ The principle of Ignorance of the law excuses no one:

The application of the law in terms of persons is linked both to the general aspect of the
rule of law and to the entry into force of the law.

After its publication in the official journal and after its entry into force, the law applies to
any person concerned, even if a person is unaware of the existence of such a law.

The adage “no one is supposed to be ignorant of the law™”, means that a person generally

cannot defend themselves from an action that they are accused of by saying that they were
ignorant of the law.

This adage “Ignorance of the law excuses no one”, from latin “ignorantia juris non
excusat” actually represents “a legal trickery” in the positive sense, that is to say a legal
solution, not a deception, we know well that the knowledge of the existence of a law by all
persons is an unlikely fact, but the existence of this principle “legal trickery” is necessary for
the functioning of the legal order.

“If this principle did not exist, it would be enough for any person prosecuted on the basis
of a law to invoke (and even prove) their ignorance of the law in question, to escape any
sanction.”.

Furthermore, if this principle did not exist, the rules would lose all effectiveness, given the
ease with which one could evade their application.
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! Principle and Article of the Constitution, “Article 78”
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2.2 Glossary

Terms used
B aiYU el Tl b
Application of law Ol Bk
legal order (sl aUaal)
Sanction el a
Legal trickery PPN
Entry into force of the law Jmiall (g b el jaa il Jsan
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2.3 Reading comprehension

Text

“Under our legal system, Canadians are expected to know what the law says. But this
doesn’t mean we all have to be legal experts. It’s not realistic for everyone to memorize all
the laws! Not even lawyers know all this information.

The rule “ignorance of the law is no excuse” really means that people can’t defend their
actions by claiming they didn’t know the law.

It would be too easy for people to break a contract, ignore a neighbour’s right to privacy
or sell drugs if they could get away with it by arguing they didn’t know it was against the law.

However, even when people have good intentions, they sometimes break the law because
they don’t realize they are doing something illegal. This can happen because our legal system
is complicated. When people have good intentions, judges can sometimes be understanding.
Judges are less understanding when the actions involve certain kinds of crimes.?”

QUESTIONS

1. Give a title to this text.

2. What can we understand from the expression break the law?
3. What is the opposite of “legal” in the text?

4. What does mean “ignorance of the law is no excuse”?

5. What do you understand from the verb get away?

Answers

2 "Ignorance of the Law is No Excuse", EDUCALOI, availible [online]:
https://educaloi.qc.ca/en/capsules/ignorance-of-the-law-is-no-excuse/, Accessed Nov 10, 2023.
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